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2nd term, 2020-2021

Course Title		: Children’s Literature
Course Code		: ENG 273
Year of Study		: 2nd and 3rd  
Number of Academic Credits	: 3	
Number of QF Credits		: 12
Duration in Weeks		: 15	
Pre-requisite(s)		: NIL 	

Prepared by		: Dr. Michelle Chan 


Course Aims:
This course aims at introducing students to both the historical development and thematic context of children’s literature. A wide range of materials of children’s literature, ranging from pre-school to adolescent texts, are selected for the course. Students will study fairy tales, religious tracts of the nineteenth century, fantasy writings, picture books and other sub-genres of children’s literature. Through examining the selected works, students will acquire an understanding of “childhood”, identities crisis, double audience, and other critical issues related to the writings for young readers. Besides, they will also look into the debate between education and entertainment purposes, gender stereotypes, multicultural writings, the use of visual language, and adaptations of children’s texts. 

Course Outcomes, Teaching Activities, Assessment and QF Credits
	Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs)

	Upon completion of this course students should be able to:

	CILO1
	Describe the key features of children’s literature

	CILO2
	Read and analyse children’s texts in a critical way

	CILO3
	Apply critical concepts on the cinematic adaptations of children’s texts

	CILO4
	Analyse the local and the global context of the genre

	CILO5
	Write critically on selected topics



	Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs)

	TLA1
	Lecture: Introduction of children’s literature; explanation of historical and intellectual background of the texts; textual analysis of the texts; critical readings of the texts with relations to key topics and concepts

	TLA2
	In-class discussions

	TLA3
	Group Project- Picture book analysis

	TLA4
	Mid-term examination


	
Assessment Tasks (ATs)
	Group
	Individual

	AT1
	Group Project- Picture Book Analysis 
Students (2-3 people in a group) are to submit an analysis of the length of 1000-1200 words on a freely-selected picture book. Evaluation forms will be used to access the performance of individual student.
	15%
	

	AT2
	Mid-term Examination
The midterm examination will adopt a closed-book format. Students will be required to answer an essay-type question.
	
	15%

	AT3
	Term Paper
Students are to write a critical analysis of a selected topic in 2000-2500 words.
	
	30%

	AT4
	Final Examination
The midterm examination will adopt a closed-book format. Students will be required to answer an essay-type questions.
	
	40%

	
	TOTAL
	
	



	Alignment of Course Intended Learning Outcomes, Teaching and Learning Activities and Assessment Tasks 

	Course Intended Learning Outcomes
	Teaching and Learning Activities
	Assessment Tasks

	CILO1
	TLA1,2,4
	AT1,2,3,4

	CILO2
	TLA1,2,3,4
	AT1,2,3,4

	CILO3
	TLA1,2,3,4
	AT2

	CILO4
	TLA1,2,3,4
	AT1,2,3,4

	CILO5
	TLA3,4
	AT1,2,3,4



Distribution of Notional Learning Hours/ QF Credits
	Activity
	Notional Learning Hours (NLHs)

	Contact Hours (a)

	Lecture
	26

	Tutorial
	13

	Consultation
	1

	TOTAL:
	40

	Self-Study Hours (b)

	Reading
	35

	Group Project- Picture Book Analysis
	15

	Term Paper
	20

	Revision for Examination
	10

	TOTAL:
	80

	
	

	Total NLHs:
(a)+(b)
	120

	QF Credits:
 (Total NLHs/10)
	12



Course Outline
Week 1 Introduction: What is Children’s Literature? Who reads Children’s Literature?  

Keywords: Children’s Readership and Adult’s Readership, History of Children’s Literature, Childlikeness 

Week 2 Gender and Fairy Tale  
Andersen, Hans Christian. (2009) “The Little Mermaid”. Hans Andersen’s Fairy Tales. London: Penguin. pp.76-106. (Originally published in 1837)

Reference: 
Tolkien. J.R.R. (1966), “Tree and Leaf”. The Tolkien Reader. pp.75-90.
Zipes, Jack. (2007). When Dreams Came True: Classical Fairy Tales and Their Tradition. New York, London: Routledge. p.109-142.

Keywords: Gender stereotypes, Victimization, Queer Identity

Week 3 Gothic tradition and Fairy Tales 
Perrault, Charles (2010). “Bluebeard”, The Complete Fairy Tales. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
Grimm, Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm (2009). “The Tale of the Juniper Tree”, Selected Tales. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Reference: 
Jackson, Anna, Karen Coats and Roderick McGillis (2008). “Introduction.” The Gothic in Children’s Literature: Haunting the Borders, edited by Anna Jackson, Karen Coats and Roderick McGillis, Routledge, pp.1-14.

Keywords: Gothic and Monster, Cannibalism in Children’s Literature 

Week 4 Fantasy- Entertainment
Carroll, Lewis (2004) Alice’s Adventure in Wonderland and Through the Looking Glass, London: Penguin. pp.5-118. (Originally published in 1865)

Reference: 
Demurova, N. (1982). “Toward a Definition of Alice’s Genre: The Folktale and Fairy-Tale Connection”. Lewis Carroll: A Celebration: Essays on the Occasion of the 150th Anniversary of the Birth of Charles Lutwidge Dogdson. Ed. E. Guiliano. New York: Potter. pp.75-88.

Keywords: Food in Children’s Literature, Nostalgia to Childhood, Humour 

Week 5 Fantasy- Entertainment 
Carroll, Lewis (2004) Alice’s Adventure in Wonderland and Through the Looking Glass, London: Penguin. pp.5-118. (Originally published in 1865)
	
Reference: 
Rackin, Donald. (1982). “Blessed Rage: Lewis Carroll and the Modern Quest for Order”, Lewis Carroll: A Celebration: Essays on the Occasion of the 150th Anniversary of the Birth of Charles Lutwidge Dogdson. Ed. E. Guiliano. New York: Potter. pp.15-25.
Manlove, Colin. (2003) From Alice to Harry Potter: Children’s Fantasy in England. New Zealand: Cybereditions. pp.7-16.

Keywords: Logic, Fairy Tale and Fantasy

Week 6 Picture Books and Visual Literacy	
Reference: 
Dondis, Donis A. (1973) A Primer of Visual Literacy. Cambridge: MIT Press. pp.40-66, pp.104-127. 

Keywords: Visual Communication, Visual Strategy 

Week 7 Picture Books and Visual Literacy	 
Reference: Nikolajeva, Maria & Scott, Carole. (2004) How Picturebooks Work. New York,
London: Routledge. pp.1-28. 

Keywords: Text and Images, Wordless Book

Week 8 Reading Week 

Week 9 Politics and Identity and Visual Literacy 
Greder, Armin. (2008) The Island. Sydney: Allen & Unwin.
Tan, Shaun. (2007) The Arrival. New York: Scholastic US. 
Tan, Shaun. (2010) The Rabbits. Sydney: Hachette Australia. 

Keyword: Home, National Identity, Font and Typography 
Week 10 Cinematic Adaption of Children’s Text:
Disney. (1992) Aladdin (movie)
Miyazaki, Hayao. (2001) Spirited Away (movie) 

Keywords: Localization, Cultural Icon, Orientalism 
Week 11 The Romantic Child and Adulthood
Barrie, J.M. (2015) Peter Pan: Peter and Wendy and Peter Pan in Kensington Garden, London: Penguin. pp.5-153.
Reference: 
Jackson, Rosemary. (1981) Fantasy: The Literature of Subversion. London, New York: Routledge. pp.1-10. 
Keywords: Primary and Secondary World, Childlikeness, Maternal Storyteller 

Week 12 The Romantic Child and Adulthood 
Barrie, J.M. (2015) Peter Pan: Peter and Wendy and Peter Pan in Kensington Garden, London: Penguin. pp.5-153.

Reference: 
Carpenter, Humphrey. (2011) Secret Garden: The Golden Age of Children’s Literature. London: Faber and Faber. pp.170-187.

Keywords: Childhood, Romantic Child, Growth 

Week 13 Young Adult (YA) Fiction
Salinger, J. D. (2005) The Catcher in the Rye. New York: Little, Brown and Company. (Originally published in 1951)

Reference: 
Gruner, Elisabeth Rose (2019) “Introduction: Young Adult, Reading, Young Adult Reading.” Constructing the Adolescent Reader in Contemporary Young Adult Fiction. London: Palgrave Macmillan. pp.1-24

Keywords: Sense of belonging, Peer Influence, School life, Absence of Guidance 

Week 14 Young Adult (YA) Fiction 
Salinger, J. D. (2005) The Catcher in the Rye, New York: Little, Brown and Company. (Originally published in 1951)

Keywords: Bewilderment in growth, Isolation

Week 15	Reading Week 

Academic Honesty
You are expected to do your own work. Dishonesty in fulfilling any assignment undermines the learning process and the integrity of your college degree. Engaging in dishonest or unethical behavior is forbidden and will result in disciplinary action, specifically a failing grade on the assignment with no opportunity for resubmission. A second infraction will result in an F for the course and a report to University officials. Examples of prohibited behavior include, but not limited to:
· Cheating – an act of deception by which a student misleadingly demonstrates that s/he has mastered information on an academic exercise. Examples include, but not limited to:
· Copying or allowing another to copy a test, quiz, paper, or project;
· Submitting a paper or major portions of a paper that has been previously submitted for another class without permission of the current instructor;
· Turning in written assignments that are not your own work (including homework);
· Plagiarism – the act of representing the work of another as one’s own without giving credit:
· Failing to give credit for ideas and material taken from others; 
· Representing another’s artistic or scholarly work as one’s own;
· Fabrication – the intentional use of invented information or the falsification of research or other findings with the intent to deceive.
 
To comply with the University’s policy, any written work has to be submitted to VeriGuide.  

References:
General
Carpenter, Humphrey. (2011) Secret gardens: a study of the golden age of children's literature. London: Allen & Unwin.
Grenby, M.O. & Immel, Andrea, eds. (2009) The Cambridge Companion to Children’s Literature. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  
*Hunt, Peter. (1994) An Introduction to Children’s Literature. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
Jackson, Anna, Karen Coats and Roderick McGillis (eds.) (2008). The Gothic in Children’s Literature: Haunting the Borders. London and New York: Routledge.
*Lurie, Alison. (1990) Don’t tell the grown-ups: the subversive power of children’s literature. Boston: Little Brown. 
⸺. (2003) Boys and girls forever children’s classics from Cinderella and Harry Potter. New York: Penguin.
*Lesnik-Oberstein, Karin. (1994) Children’s Literature: Criticism and the Fictional Child. Clarendon Press. 
*Manlove, Colin. (1992) Christian Fantasy: from 1200 to the Present. Basingstoke: Macmillan. 
Zipes, Jack. (2007) When Dreams Came True: Classical Fairy Tales and Their Tradition. New York, London: Routledge. 

Picture book 
Nikolajeva, Maria & Scott, Carole. (2001) How Picturebooks Work. New York: Garland Publishing. 
*Nodelman, Perry. (1988) Words About Pictures: The Narrative Art of Children’s Picture Books. Athens: The University of Georgia Press. 

Lewis Carroll’s Alice’s Adventure in Wonderland 
Gardner, Martin, ed. (2001) The annotated Alice: Alice's adventures in Wonderland & Through the looking glass. London, Penguin. 
Hollingsworth, Cristopher. (2009) Alice beyond wonderland: essays for the twenty-first century. Iowa City: University of Iowa Press. 
Manlove, Colin. (2003) From Alice to Harry Potter: Children’s Fantasy in England. New Zealand: Cybereditions. 
Straley, Jessica, L. (2016) Evolution and imagination in Victorian children’s literature. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  

J.M. Barrie’s Peter and Wendy 
Gavin, Adrienne E. & Humphries, Andrew F., ed. (2009) Childhood in Edwardian fiction: worlds enough and time. Basingstoke: Palgrave. 
*Jackson, Rosemary. (1981) Fantasy: The Literature of Subversion. London, New York: Routledge.
*Nikolajeva, Maria. (1988) The Magic Code: The Use of Magical Patterns in Fantasy for Children. Stockholm, Almqvist & Wiksell International. 
*Rose, Jacqueline. (1984) The Case of Peter Pan, or the Impossibility of Children's Fiction. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press. 

J. D. Salinger’s The Catcher in the Rye 
Dromm, Keith, & Salter, Heather. (2012) The catcher in the rye and philosophy a book for bastards, morons, and madmen. Chicago: Open Court. 
Gruner, Elisabeth Rose. (2019) Constructing the Adolescent Reader in Contemporary Young Adult Fiction. London: Palgrave Macmillan. 
Salzman, Jack. (2000) New essays on The catcher in the rye. Cambridge: ProQuest LLC. 
Wilkins, Kim. (2019) Young Adult Fantasy Fiction: Conventions, Originality, Reproducibility. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

*Classic Readings 

Assessment Rubric for Picture Book Analysis 

	
	Exemplary

	Satisfactory

	Developing/ Emerging
	Unsatisfactory

	Focus
(20%)





	Presents an insightful and focused analysis on the inter-connection between visual and textual narratives. 
	Presents a thesis statement with adequate analysis on the inter-connection between visual and textual narratives.
	Presents a thesis statement with minimal analysis on the inter-connection between visual and textual narratives.
	Presents a thesis statement with no insight or analysis on the inter-connection between visual and textual narratives.

	
	Draws strong and clear connections between the thesis and presentation of the picture book. 
	Draws adequate connections between thesis and presentation of the picture book.
	Draws insufficient connections between thesis and presentation of the picture book.
	Shows no understanding 
of connections between thesis and presentation of the picture book.

	Organization
(20%)







	Effectively provides a logical 
progression of related ideas and supporting examples in the body of the paper.
	Adequately provides a progression 
of ideas and supporting examples
in the body of the paper.
	Provides a poorly organized progression of ideas and supporting examples in the body of the paper. 
	Does not provide a progression 
of ideas and supporting examples in the body of the paper.

	
	Effectively 
uses transitions to connect supporting information clearly.
	Adequately 
uses transitions to connect supporting information.
	Ineffectively uses transitions to connect supporting information.
	Does not use transitions to connect supporting information.

	
	Arrives at a 
well-documented, logical conclusion, involving critical thinking.
	Arrives at an adequately-documented conclusion.
	Arrives at an insufficiently documented conclusion.
	Does not arrive at a documented conclusion.

	Support/ Elaboration
(30%)












	Effectively synthesizes complex interplay between visual and textual narratives.  
	Sufficiently synthesizes the interplay between visual and textual narratives.  
	Ineffectively synthesizes the interplay between visual and textual narratives.  
	No evidence of synthesizing the interplay between visual and textual narratives.  

	
	Demonstrates exceptional selection of supporting materials clearly relevant to the thesis and its related ideas.
	Demonstrates sufficient selection of supporting materials clearly relevant to the thesis and its related ideas.
	Demonstrates insufficient selection of supporting materials clearly relevant to the thesis and its related ideas.
	Lacks supporting materials clearly relevant to thesis and its related ideas.

	
	Provides a meaningful presentation of multiple perspectives.
	Provides an adequate presentation of multiple perspectives.
	Provides a limited presentation of multiple perspectives.
	Does not present multiple perspectives.

	Style
(10%)






	Exhibits skillful use of language, including effective word choice, clarity, and consistent voice.
	Exhibits good use of language, including some mastery of word choice, clarity, and consistent voice.
	Exhibits ineffective use of language, including weak word choice, limited clarity, and inconsistent voice.
	Exhibits severely flawed use of language, including weak word choice, no clarity, and no voice. 


	
	Demonstrates exceptional fluency through varied sentence structure, paragraphing, flow of ideas, and transitions.
	Demonstrates sufficient fluency through sentence structure, paragraphing, flow of ideas, and transitions.
	Demonstrates limited fluency through sentence structure, paragraphing, flow of ideas, and transitions.
	Lacks fluency through sentence structure, paragraphing, flow of ideas, and transitions.

	
	Consistently uses standard writing conventions 
in grammar, spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and usage.
	Generally 
uses standard writing conventions 
in grammar, spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and usage.
	Minimally 
uses standard writing conventions 
in grammar, spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and usage.
	Does not use standard writing conventions in grammar, spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and usage.

	Information Literacy
(10%)





	Conscientiously and consistently demonstrates integrity in citing practices.
	Generally demonstrates integrity in citing practices.
	Inconsistently demonstrates integrity in citing practices.
	Does not demonstrate integrity in citing practices.

	
	Demonstrates strong evaluation skills in determining resource credibility and reliability.
	Demonstrates sufficient evaluation skills in determining resource credibility and reliability.
	Demonstrates limited evaluation skills in determining resource credibility and reliability.
	Demonstrates no evaluation skills to determine resource credibility and reliability.



Assessment Rubric for Term Paper

	
	Exemplary

	Satisfactory

	Developing/ Emerging
	Unsatisfactory

	Focus
(20%)





	Presents an insightful and focused thesis statement.
	Presents a thesis statement with adequate insight and focus.
	Presents a thesis statement with minimal insight and focus.
	Presents a thesis statement with no insight or focus.

	
	Draws strong and clear connections between the thesis and significant related ideas.
	Draws adequate connections between thesis and related ideas.
	Draws insufficient connections between thesis and related ideas.
	Shows no understanding 
of connections between thesis and related ideas.

	Organization
(20%)







	Effectively provides a logical 
progression of related ideas and supporting information in the body of the paper.
	Adequately provides a progression 
of ideas and supporting information 
in the body of the paper.
	Provides a poorly organized progression of ideas and supporting information in the body of the paper. 
	Does not provide a progression 
of ideas and supporting information in the body of the paper.

	
	Effectively 
uses transitions to connect supporting information clearly.
	Adequately 
uses transitions to connect supporting information.
	Ineffectively uses transitions to connect supporting information.
	Does not use transitions to connect supporting information.

	
	Arrives at a 
well-documented, logical conclusion, involving critical thinking.
	Arrives at an adequately-documented conclusion.
	Arrives at an insufficiently documented conclusion.
	Does not arrive at a documented conclusion.

	Support/ Elaboration
(30%)












	Effectively synthesizes complex ideas from research sources.
	Sufficiently synthesizes ideas from research sources.
	Ineffectively synthesizes ideas from research sources.
	No evidence of synthesizing ideas from research sources.  

	
	Demonstrates exceptional selection of supporting information clearly relevant to the thesis and its related ideas.
	Demonstrates sufficient selection of supporting information clearly relevant to the thesis and its related ideas.
	Demonstrates insufficient selection of supporting information clearly relevant to the thesis and its related ideas.
	Lacks supporting information clearly relevant to thesis and its related ideas.

	
	Provides a meaningful presentation of multiple perspectives.
	Provides an adequate presentation of multiple perspectives.
	Provides a limited presentation of multiple perspectives.
	Does not present multiple perspectives.

	
	Effectively balances use of quotations and student paraphrasing.
	Adequately balances use of quotations and student paraphrasing.
	Insufficiently balances use of quotations and student paraphrasing.
	Does not balance use of quotations and student paraphrasing.

	Style
(10%)





	Exhibits skillful use of language, including effective word choice, clarity, and consistent voice.
	Exhibits good use of language, including some mastery of word choice, clarity, and consistent voice.
	Exhibits ineffective use of language, including weak word choice, limited clarity, and inconsistent voice.
	Exhibits severely flawed use of language, including weak word choice, no clarity, and no voice. 


	
	Demonstrates exceptional fluency through varied sentence structure, paragraphing, flow of ideas, and transitions.
	Demonstrates sufficient fluency through sentence structure, paragraphing, flow of ideas, and transitions.
	Demonstrates limited fluency through sentence structure, paragraphing, flow of ideas, and transitions.
	Lacks fluency through sentence structure, paragraphing, flow of ideas, and transitions.

	Conventions
(10%)






	Demonstrates a sophisticated use of the prescribed format (MLA or APA), including title page, pagination, and citations. 
	Demonstrates adequate use of the prescribed format (MLA or APA), including title page, pagination, and citations.
	Demonstrates limited use of the prescribed format (MLA or APA), including title page, pagination, and citations.
	Demonstrates 
no use of the prescribed format (MLA or APA), including title page, pagination, and citations.

	
	Consistently uses standard writing conventions 
in grammar, spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and usage.
	Generally 
uses standard writing conventions 
in grammar, spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and usage.
	Minimally 
uses standard writing conventions 
in grammar, spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and usage.
	Does not use standard writing conventions in grammar, spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and usage.

	Information Literacy
(10%)





	Conscientiously and consistently demonstrates integrity in citing practices.
	Generally demonstrates integrity in citing practices.
	Inconsistently demonstrates integrity in citing practices.
	Does not demonstrate integrity in citing practices.

	
	Effectively employs an extensive variety of primary and secondary sources, including a significant amount of 
current information. 
	Adequately employs a sufficient variety of primary and secondary sources including a sufficient amount of current information. 
	Employs a limited variety of primary and secondary sources including an insufficient amount of current information.
	Does not employ a variety of primary and secondary sources and/or does not include current information.

	
	Demonstrates strong evaluation skills in determining resource credibility and reliability.
	Demonstrates sufficient evaluation skills in determining resource credibility and reliability.
	Demonstrates limited evaluation skills in determining resource credibility and reliability.
	Demonstrates no evaluation skills to determine resource credibility and reliability.





