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Course Aims

This course is designed to initiate students to the vast field of contemporary literature after the 1950’s.  Important works originally written in English (with a few translated into English from European Languages) are introduced and arranged roughly in chronological order and also in terms of literary critical concepts such as intertextuality (i.e. parody), from late modernism to the postmodernism proper, ethnic studies and (post) colonialism, magic realism, feminisms (including postfeminisms and cyberfeminism), the so-called cyberculture and posthumanism, and finally ecological ethics in the 21st century.  It is believed that literary works are cultural texts in general, hence they are best approached by cultural theories.  Students will be exposed, therefore, to concepts and issues within the field such as discourse, representation, globalism (or glocalism), psychoanalysis, poststructuralism, deconstruction, hybrid cultural identity (which includes class, gender, race and the machine), and finally technoscience culture as well as deep ecology etc.  

Course Outcomes, Teaching Activities and Assessment

	Course Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs)

	Upon completion of this course students should be able to:

	ILO1
	describe the features of contemporary literature after 1950s

	ILO2
	apply the literary and cultural theories in readings of literature

	ILO3
	write a critical analysis of a literary text

	ILO4
	synthesize contemporary literature in the political and social contexts


	Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs)

	TLA1
	Introduction to the concept of contemporary

	TLA2
	Introduction to features of contemporary literature

	TLA3
	Introduction to literary theories

	TLA4
	Revisiting cultural theories

	TLA5
	Textual analysis of the texts 

	TLA6
	Analysis of literary texts with reference to literary and cultural theories

	TLA7
	Analysis of literary texts in political and social contexts

	TLA8
	Oral Presentations by students


	Assessment Tasks (ATs)

	AT1
	Participation and Presentation
Students are to form into small groups to give oral presentations on a selected topic and they are also expected to take part in the discussion in others’ presentations.
	20%

	AT2
	Term Paper
Students are to write a critical and analytical term paper around 2,000 words on a selected topic. More information will be posted on Moodle.
	40%

	AT3
	Final Examination
This is an open-book exam. Students are to answer essay-type questions.
	40%

	
	TOTAL
	100%


	Alignment of Course Intended Learning Outcomes, Teaching and Learning Activities and Assessment Tasks 

	Course Intended Learning Outcomes
	Teaching and Learning Activities
	Assessment Tasks

	ILO1
	TLA1,2
	AT1,2,3

	ILO2
	TLA4,5,6,8
	AT1,2,3

	ILO3
	TLA5,6,7
	AT2,3

	ILO4
	TLA5,7
	AT1,2,3


Course Outline 

	1
	Introduction: the theoretical and philosophical agenda 
	(1 week)

	2
	John Fowles, The French Lieutenant’s Woman
	(3 weeks)

	3
	Jorge Luis Borges, “The Garden of Forking Paths,” “The Library of Babel”
	(1 week)

	4
	Gabriel Garcia Márquez, “A Very Old Man With Enormous Wings”
	(1 week)

	5
	Ruben Dario, “The Bourgeois King”
Mario Vargas Llosa, “Sunday, Sunday”
	(1 week)

	6
	Greg Egan, “The Caress”
	(1 week)

	7
	J.M. Coetzee, Foe
	(2 weeks)

	8
	Arthur C. Clarke, “The Sentinel”
	(1 week)

	9
	Michael Cunningham, The Hours
	(2 weeks)

	10
	Reading Weeks
The reading weeks usually take place in mid-term and near term end.
	(2 weeks)


Teaching Approach

Students are required to read all the assigned novels and short stories.  On top of literary texts, students will have to do some readings on theories and criticisms, since it would be necessary for them to be equipped with certain understanding of key words and critical terms.  Some of the texts have been made into films, and students are encouraged to see them outside class time, and bring them into discussions in the tutorials. Students are required to give a 20 – 25 minutes’ presentation and write a term paper.

Academic Honesty

You are expected to do your own work.  Dishonesty in fulfilling any assignment undermines the learning process and the integrity of your college degree.  Engaging in dishonest or unethical behaviour is forbidden and will result in disciplinary action, specifically a failing grade on the assignment with no opportunity for resubmission.  A second infraction will result in an F for the course and a report to College officials.  Examples of prohibited behaviour are:

· Cheating – an act of deception by which a student misleadingly demonstrates that s/he has mastered information on an academic exercise.  Examples include:

· Copying or allowing another to copy a test, quiz, paper, or project

· Submitting a paper or major portions of a paper that has been previously submitted for another class without permission of the current instructor

· Turning in written assignments that are not your own work (including homework)

· Plagiarism – the act of representing the work of another as one’s own without giving credit.

· Failing to give credit for ideas and material taken from others 

· Representing another’s artistic or scholarly work as one’s own

· Fabrication – the intentional use of invented information or the falsification of research or other findings with the intent to deceive
To comply with the University’s policy, the term paper has to be submitted to VeriGuide.
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Assessment Rubric for Oral Presentation

	Criteria
	Exemplary
	Satisfactory
	Developing
	Unsatisfactory

	Communication Skills

	Consistently speaks with appropriate volume, tone, and articulation.
	Generally speaks with appropriate volume, tone, and articulation.
	Has difficulty speaking with appropriate volume, tone, and articulation.
	Does not speak with appropriate volume, tone, and articulation.



	
	Consistently employs appropriate eye contact and posture.
	Frequently employs appropriate eye contact and posture.
	Employs infrequent eye contact and/or poor posture.
	Makes no eye contact.

	
	Consistently employs appropriate nonverbal communication techniques.
	Adequately employs appropriate nonverbal communication techniques.
	Employs limited nonverbal communication techniques.
	Does not employ nonverbal communication techniques.

	
	Consistently exhibits poise, enthusiasm, and confidence.
	Generally exhibits poise, enthusiasm, and confidence.
	Exhibits limited poise, enthusiasm, and confidence.
	Lacks poise, enthusiasm, and confidence.

	
	Adheres to prescribed time guidelines.
	Adheres to prescribed time guidelines.
	Violates prescribed time guidelines.
	Violates prescribed time guidelines.

	
	Employs creative use of visual aids that enrich or reinforce presentation.
	Employs appropriate visual aids that relate to presentation.
	Employs ineffective visual aids.


	Uses no visual aids.




	Content and Coherence

	Effectively defines a main idea and clearly adheres to its purpose throughout presentation.
	Adequately defines a main idea and adheres to its purpose throughout presentation.
	Insufficiently defines a main idea and adheres to its purpose throughout presentation.
	Does not define a main idea or adhere to its purpose.



	
	Employs a logical and engaging sequence which the audience can follow.
	Employs a logical sequence which the audience can follow.
	Employs an ineffective sequence confusing to the audience.
	Lacks an organizational sequence.

	
	Demonstrates exceptional use of supporting details/ evidence.
	Demonstrates sufficient use of supporting details/ evidence.
	Demonstrates insufficient supporting details/ evidence.
	Demonstrates no supporting details/evidence.

	Responses to questions


	Confidently, politely, and accurately responds to instructor’s or classmates’ questions and comments.
	Politely and accurately responds  to instructor’s or classmates’ questions and comments.


	Ineffectively responds  to instructor’s  or classmates’ questions and comments.


	Unacceptably responds/does not respond  to instructor’s or classmates’ questions and comments.




Assessment Rubric for Term Paper

	
	Exemplary


	Satisfactory


	Developing/ Emerging
	Unsatisfactory

	Focus

	Presents an insightful and focused thesis statement.
	Presents a thesis statement with adequate insight and focus.
	Presents a thesis statement with minimal insight and focus.
	Presents a thesis statement with no insight or focus.

	
	Draws strong and clear connections between the thesis and significant related ideas.
	Draws adequate connections between thesis and related ideas.
	Draws insufficient connections between thesis and related ideas.
	Shows no understanding 
of connections between thesis and related ideas.

	Organization

	Effectively provides a logical 
progression of related ideas and supporting information in the body of the paper.
	Adequately provides a progression 
of ideas and supporting information 
in the body of the paper.
	Provides a poorly organized progression of ideas and supporting information in the body of the paper. 
	Does not provide a progression 

of ideas and supporting information in the body of the paper.

	
	Effectively 
uses transitions to connect supporting information clearly.
	Adequately 
uses transitions to connect supporting information.
	Ineffectively uses transitions to connect supporting information.
	Does not use transitions to connect supporting information.

	
	Arrives at a 
well-documented, logical conclusion, involving critical thinking.
	Arrives at an adequately-documented conclusion.
	Arrives at an insufficiently documented conclusion.
	Does not arrive at a documented conclusion.

	Support/ Elaboration

	Effectively synthesizes complex ideas from research sources.
	Sufficiently synthesizes ideas from research sources.
	Ineffectively synthesizes ideas from research sources.
	No evidence of synthesizing ideas from research sources.  

	
	Demonstrates exceptional selection of supporting information clearly relevant to the thesis and its related ideas.
	Demonstrates sufficient selection of supporting information clearly relevant to the thesis and its related ideas.
	Demonstrates insufficient selection of supporting information clearly relevant to the thesis and its related ideas.
	Lacks supporting information clearly relevant to thesis and its related ideas.

	
	Provides a meaningful presentation of multiple perspectives.
	Provides an adequate presentation of multiple perspectives.
	Provides a limited presentation of multiple perspectives.
	Does not present multiple perspectives.

	
	Effectively balances use of quotations and student paraphrasing.
	Adequately balances use of quotations and student paraphrasing.
	Insufficiently balances use of quotations and student paraphrasing.
	Does not balance use of quotations and student paraphrasing.

	Style

	Exhibits skillful use of language, including effective word choice, clarity, and consistent voice.
	Exhibits good use of language, including some mastery of word choice, clarity, and consistent voice.
	Exhibits ineffective use of language, including weak word choice, limited clarity, and inconsistent voice.
	Exhibits severely flawed use of language, including weak word choice, no clarity, and no voice. 



	
	Demonstrates exceptional fluency through varied sentence structure, paragraphing, flow of ideas, and transitions.
	Demonstrates sufficient fluency through sentence structure, paragraphing, flow of ideas, and transitions.
	Demonstrates limited fluency through sentence structure, paragraphing, flow of ideas, and transitions.
	Lacks fluency through sentence structure, paragraphing, flow of ideas, and transitions.

	Conventions

	Demonstrates a sophisticated use of the prescribed format (MLA or APA), including title page, pagination, and citations. 
	Demonstrates adequate use of the prescribed format (MLA or APA), including title page, pagination, and citations.
	Demonstrates limited use of the prescribed format (MLA or APA), including title page, pagination, and citations.
	Demonstrates 
no use of the prescribed format (MLA or APA), including title page, pagination, and citations.

	
	Consistently uses standard writing conventions 
in grammar, spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and usage.
	Generally 
uses standard writing conventions 
in grammar, spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and usage.
	Minimally 
uses standard writing conventions 
in grammar, spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and usage.
	Does not use standard writing conventions in grammar, spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and usage.

	Information Literacy

	Conscientiously and consistently demonstrates integrity in citing practices.
	Generally demonstrates integrity in citing practices.
	Inconsistently demonstrates integrity in citing practices.
	Does not demonstrate integrity in citing practices.

	
	Effectively employs an extensive variety of primary and secondary sources, including a significant amount of 
current information. 
	Adequately employs a sufficient variety of primary and secondary sources including a sufficient amount of current information. 
	Employs a limited variety of primary and secondary sources including an insufficient amount of current information.
	Does not employ a variety of primary and secondary sources and/or does not include current information.

	
	Demonstrates strong evaluation skills in determining resource credibility and reliability.
	Demonstrates sufficient evaluation skills in determining resource credibility and reliability.
	Demonstrates limited evaluation skills in determining resource credibility and reliability.
	Demonstrates no evaluation skills to determine resource credibility and reliability.
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