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Hong Kong Shue Yan University

Department of English Language & Literature

2nd term, 2019-2020
Course Title:




American Literature
Course Code:




ENG 388
Year of Study:



3rd 
Number of Credits:


3

Duration in Weeks:


15

Contact Hours per Week:

Lecture (2 hours)
Tutorial (1 hour)

Prerequisites:




1st and 2nd-year foundation courses

Prepared by:




Stephen Weninger
Course Description:



The course is a survey of selected American authors representing major periods and movements, from the colonial period to the contemporary era. Texts will be drawn from various genres (e.g. poetry, fiction, nonfiction, drama, graphic novel) and discussed in light of their historical, cultural and intellectual contexts.    
Course Outcomes, Teaching Activities and Assessment

	Course Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs)

	Upon completion of this course students should be able to:

	ILO1
	identify and classify some key works of American literature

	ILO2
	read and engage American literary texts with a critical eye

	ILO3
	be familiar with the intellectual and ideological contexts of the works studied

	ILO4
	point out and discuss the relevant literary conventions and innovations

	ILO5
	perceive the role of literary scholarship in the study of American literary texts and canon formation 

	ILO6
	write critically on the selected texts

	ILO7
	appreciate the cinematic adaptations of selected texts  


	Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs)

	TLA1
	Textual analysis of the texts 

	TLA2
	Explanation of the historical and cultural background of the texts

	TLA3
	Critical reading of literary texts with reference to critical issues

	TLA4
	Test and Quizzes on the texts

	TLA5
	In-class Discussions

	TLA6
	Oral Presentations by students

	TLA7
	Screening of film adaptations


	Assessment Tasks (ATs)

	AT1
	Midterm Test

The test is essay-type and open-book.
	20%

	AT2
	Discussion and Presentations
Each student is expected to contribute to class discussion and as a part of a small group give a brief presentation on an assigned topic. These presentations should be critical, detailed, and analytical.
	10%

	AT3
	Term Paper

Students will be required to compose a focused, critical analysis one of the dramas covered in the course (usually around 3,000 words in length).
	30%

	AT4
	Final Examination

The final examination is open-book in format. The questions will be essay-type.
	40%

	
	TOTAL
	100%


	Alignment of Course Intended Learning Outcomes, Teaching and Learning Activities and Assessment Tasks 

	Course Intended Learning Outcomes
	Teaching and Learning Activities
	Assessment Tasks

	ILO1
	TLA1,2,6
	AT1,4

	ILO2
	TLA2,3,6
	AT1,3,4

	ILO3
	TLA2,3,5,6
	AT1,3,4

	ILO4
	TLA1,2,3,6
	AT2,3,4

	ILO5
	TLA2,3,5,6
	AT1,2,3,4

	ILO6
	TLA1,2,3
	AT1,3,4

	ILO7
	TLA7
	AT1,4


Course Outline:
Week 1.  Course overview; timeline, major movements and themes 
Week 2.
The Colonial Era: Revolution, Reason and Religion (selections)
Romanticism
Nathaniel Hawthorne, “The Birth-Mark”
Edgar Allen Poe, “The Oval Portrait”; “The Imp of the Perverse”
Week 3.
Romanticism
Herman Melville, Billy Budd
Week 4. 
Herman Melville, Billy Budd
Week 5.
Herman Melville, Billy Budd
Week 6.
Reading Week

Week 7.
Midterm

Week 8.
Transcendentalism
Ralph Waldo Emerson (excerpts TBA)



Henry Thoreau (excerpts TBA)



American Poetry 1: (selections TBA) 

Week 9.
Realism and Naturalism
Stephen Crane, “The Open Boat”
American Poetry 2 (selections TBA)

Week 10.
Modernism
Nathanial West, Miss Lonelyhearts
Week 11. Nathanial West, Miss Lonelyhearts
Week 12.
William Faulkner, “A Rose for Emily” 

American Poetry 3 (selections TBA)
Week 13. Vladimir Nabokov, Lolita

Week 14. Vladimir Nabokov, Lolita (novel and film adaptations)
Week 15. Reading Week 
Academic Honesty
You are expected to do your own work.  Dishonesty in fulfilling any assignment undermines the learning process and the integrity of your college degree.  Engaging in dishonest or unethical behavior is forbidden and will result in disciplinary action, specifically a failing grade on the assignment with no opportunity for resubmission.  A second infraction will result in an F for the course and a report to College officials.  
Examples of prohibited behavior are:

· Cheating – an act of deception by which a student misleadingly demonstrates that s/he has mastered information on an academic exercise. Examples include:

· Copying or allowing another to copy a test, quiz, paper, or project

· Submitting a paper or major portions of a paper that has been previously submitted for another class without permission of the current instructor

· Turning in written assignments that are not your own work (including homework)

· Plagiarism – the act of representing the work of another as one’s own without giving credit.

· Failing to give credit for ideas and material taken from others 

· Representing another’s artistic or scholarly work as one’s own

· Fabrication – the intentional use of invented information or the falsification of research or other findings with the intent to deceive
To comply with the University’s policy, the term paper has to be submitted to VeriGuide.

Teaching Approach

Required reading materials should be read before the lecture.

Specific guidelines for the term paper and class presentation will be provided.
Texts 

·  Melville, Herman. Billy Budd in Melville’s Short Novels. New York: Norton, 2002.

·  Nabokov, Vladimir. The Annotated Lolita. Revised and Updated. Introduction and Notes by Alfred Appel. Vintage: New York, 1991.
·  E-texts; handouts
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ENG 388 - Group Presentation
Weighting: 10%
Text, topic: ____________________________







Names of group members:

	
	
	

	
	
	


	DESCRIPTION
	POINTS AWARDED

	Content
	Fail
	Poor
	Pass
	V. Good
	Excellent

	Familiarity with the text assigned
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Secondary source material relevant and credible
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Quotations / scenes from the text well-chosen
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Level of analysis
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Balanced use of resources; sources acknowledged 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Synthesis all materials and texts; coherence


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Creativity


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	

	Delivery of the activities
	
	
	
	
	

	Speech accurate; no excessive reading from notes


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	All group members played active role; 

group dynamics


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Use of audio-visual resources


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


	Group grade: 


	Remarks:




TERM PAPER (ENG388)





         



           Student Number ______________________
	
	A         Excellent           A-
	B+          Good                B-
	C+     Satisfactory       C
	D+         Weak           D-
	F     Very Poor

	Thesis Statement
	The thesis about the text(s) is clearly stated, arguable, and sufficiently limited in scope,

	The thesis on the given text(s) is arguable and the aim is clear, but could use a little more originality.
	The thesis regarding the text(s) is only somewhat discussable. It may be trite or simplistic. 
	The essay’s idea about the text(s) is rather unclear or vague, lacking any originality. 
	The essay lacks a thesis about the given text(s). It fundamentally fails to respond to the assignment. 


	Development of

Ideas
	The essay thoroughly develops its points, using relevant examples and textual evidence / close reading from the text under discussion.
Quotations from the texts are used in balanced way and are well-integrated into the essay.

The essay well addresses potential counterarguments.
	The essay offers some development of ideas/claims, with a fair use of examples and textual evidence. There is close reading. 

Use of quotations is generally good but format or balance is sometimes lacking. 

There is some exploration of potential counterarguments.


	The essay shows limited development, insufficient examples or textual evidence. Much more close reading required

Quotations are too few, weakly integrated or dominate the text. 

There is limited awareness of potential counterarguments.
	There is a confused or simplistic discussion of the subject. It has far too little close reading.
Quotations from primary text and secondary sources severely lacking.

There hardly any treatment of counterarguments. 
	There is no development, or the claims / ideas are developed poorly. Serious lack of close reading. 

No support in form of relevant and credible quotations.

No consideration of counterarguments.

	Organization
	Overall, the essay has a clear and logical structure with an effective introduction and conclusion. 

Paragraphs are unified and coherent. There are clear transitions and topic sentences.

	The paragraphs generally progress logically. Adequate introduction and conclusion. 

Topic sentences might lack clarity. Some paragraphs disorganized and/or inconsistently integrated. 
	Paragraphing satisfactory but inconsistent and confusing. Weak introduction / conclusion. 

There are insufficient or weak transitions. 


	The essay lacks key elements of structure, with confusing paragraphing.

There is frequent lack of transitions and/or clear topic sentences. 
	The organization is random or non-existent. Very poor paragraph structure. 

No clear introduction and/or conclusion

	Grammar & Mechanics
	The essay is nearly free from grammatical or mechanical errors. 
	Grammatical and mechanical errors exist, but not enough to distract from reading.

 
	The essay contains several errors in spelling, grammar, punctuation, or syntax which are somewhat distracting. 


	The essay contains far too many major errors in grammar, punctuation, spelling or syntax.
	The essay has serious problems with grammar, syntax, or diction that make the essay unreadable.

	Vocabulary & Style

Research and Documentation


	The essay is clear, fluent, and graceful. It displays high level of thought and writing.

Solid research. Documentation consistent and accurate.


	The essay is solid but at times lacks complexity. There is clarity of expression but essay could use more polish or focus. 

Good research. Documentation generally accurate.
	Sentences are adequate but sometimes unclear, simplistic, or clumsy. Word choice can be boring or redundant. 

Minimal research. Careless documentation.
	Rather careless work. Sentences can be extremely unclear, and word choice is redundant or unspecific. 

Unsatisfactory level of research for this level. Poor documentation.

	Text is very unclear or incomprehensible; word choice and style lack academic tone. 

Very poor research demonstrated. Poor documentation. 
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