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Course Description
This course adopts a cultural studies approach to the exploration of how the modern and postmodern cities can be “read” as cultural texts, and also how Hong Kong as a socio-cultural milieu can be mapped by academic discourse.  The categories of class, gender and race in relation to the city will be the central issues for discussion, and specific venues such as airport, MTR, shopping malls, theme parks and heritage sites will be important cases in point.  Students will be introduced to a wide range of theoretical debates related to city studies, and they will be the conceptual ground for in-depth analysis of texts both in print culture (i.e. fiction, poetry, drama and other writings) and media culture (i.e. films, TV programmes and on-line materials).  The ultimate aim of this course is to provide students with insights into how cultural identity is constructed through the consumption of cityscape as their everyday life experience.  Concepts relating to the postcolonial city, the cosmopolitan, the cinematic city, the fantastic city for tourism, the technocity and the green metropolis of the future will be explored in terms of sociocultural dynamics and changes.
After the course, students are expected to have a comprehensive understanding of how urban space and time (history), value and meaning, milieu and community, all form a complex structure of cultural forces that guide the very process that fashions our built environment.  Such a recognition will help students to develop an awareness of how important it is for them to reconsider urban culture in view of the imminent environmental crisis we all are facing nowadays.

Course Outcomes, Teaching Activities and Assessment
	Course Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs)

	Upon completion of this course students should be able to:

	ILO1
	establish links between the studies of City Culture and English studies across various existing disciplines

	ILO2
	widen the purview of literary studies by including cultural texts in both print culture and media culture which are thematically related to urbanity

	ILO3
	better prepared in tackling issues such as technology and environment, personal growth, modern China, Hong Kong to-day and globalism as educational modules recently developed in liberal studies for secondary schools in Hong Kong

	ILO4
	evaluate how urban studies contributes to the construction of cultural identity, and how it helps to nourish in Hong Kong youths to be responsible citizens

	ILO5
	construct a framework to analyse the social dynamics and changes of multiculturalism within the urban setting towards the future


	Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs)

	TLA1
	Introduction to the concept of city

	TLA2
	Close reading of articles

	TLA3
	Critical discussion

	TLA4
	In-class discussion

	TLA5
	Individual or Group field work

	TLA6
	Oral presentations by students


	Assessment Tasks (ATs)

	AT1
	Oral presentation

In a group of 3-4, students are to deliver an oral presentation on a specific topic which can demonstrate their understanding of the issue(s) and concepts(s) discussed in this course. Also, at the end of the presentation there will be time for class discussion.
	20%

	AT2
	Written project

Students are to write a research paper which can demonstrate a solid grasp of issue(s) and concept(s) taught in the course. The research paper has to be a critical analysis of specific topic and adopt a problem-solving approach which can demonstrate students’ ability of critical thinking and analysis.
	40%

	AT3
	Final Examination
	40%

	
	TOTAL
	100%


	Alignment of Course Intended Learning Outcomes, Teaching and Learning Activities and Assessment Tasks 

	Course Intended Learning Outcomes
	Teaching and Learning Activities
	Assessment Tasks

	ILO1
	TLA1,3,4,7
	AT1,3,4

	ILO2
	TLA6,7
	AT4

	ILO3
	TLA1,2,3,4,6,7
	AT1,2,4

	ILO4
	TLA4,5,6,7
	AT1,2,3,4

	ILO5
	TLA2,3,5,7
	AT3,4


Course Outline
Week 1
Introduction
Barker, Chris & Jane, Emma A, “Cultural Space and Urban Place”, in Cultural Studies: Theory & Practice, 5th edition, pp.513-537.
Week 2
Literary City

Jeri Johnson, “Literary Geography: Joyce, Woolf and the City,” The Blackwell City Reader, 


pp.60-70


James Joyce, from Dubliners, City Reader, pp.80-85; “Araby,” from Norton Anthology of 


English Literature, 5th Ed. pp.2393-2398.

Virginia Woolf, from Mrs. Dalloway, City Reader, pp.86-89

Week 3
Early Cities


Gary Bridge and Sophie Watson, “Introduction: Reading Urban Economics,” City Reader,


pp.107-115


Susan Buck-Morss, “from the Dialectics of Seeing: Walter Benjamin and the Arcades 


Project,” City Reader, pp.219-224


Walter Benjamin, The Arcades Project (1935-1939) Philosophy and the City, pp.115-118


Reference: Mark Hunter, “The Emergence of Cities,” Experiencing Cities, pp.22-39

Week 4
Cities in Poetry

William Blake: “London” pp.42-43;

William Wordsworth: 
“Composed upon Westminster Bridge” 
“London 1802” 

Prelude, Book Seventh: Residence in London. 

William Cullen Bryant (1794-1878): “Hymn of the City” 


Care Sandburg (1878-1967) “Chicago,” & “The Harbor” 


Ezra Pound, “In a Station of the Metro”

Week 5
Gender and the City


Marsha Ritzdorf, “Sex, Lies and Urban Life,” Gendering the City, pp.169-181


Rosalyn Deutsche, “Men in Space,” Gender Space Architecture, pp.134-139

Week 6
Short Stories on the City


Candida Baker, “City Lights,” The Penguin Book of the City, pp.237-246


Bernard Malamud, “The Magic Barrel,” Concise Anthology of American Literature, 


2nd Ed. pp.2080-2092.


Made in Hong Kong, the movie

Week 7
The Post-colonial City


Anthony D. King, “from Urbanism, Colonialism, and the World-Economy,” The Blackwell 


City Reader, pp.524-534


Wong Kin-yuen, “On the Edge of Spaces: Blade Runner, Ghost in the Shell and Hong

Kong’s Cityscape,” Science Fiction Studies Vol. 27, Part 1, March 2000, pp.1-21

Week 8
Reading Week

Week 9 The Cinematic City


The Movie Chinese Box
Week 10
The Festival/Carnival City and Tourism


Patrick Mullins, “International Tourism and the Cities of southeast Asia,” The Tourist City, 


pp.245-260

Adrian Franklin, “Cities of Spectacle and Carnival,” City Life, pp.154-191

Week 11
 Media and the City


John Cheever, “The Enormous Radio” Robert Sheckley, “The Life of Anbody”


Scott McQuire, “Introduction: The Uncanny Home,” The Media City, pp.1-28

Week 12
 Lost in the City

Gabriel García Márquez, “The Woman Who Came at Six O’clock,” The Penguin Book of 


the City, pp.263-279


Banana Yoshimoto “Newlywed” The Penguin Book of the City, pp.33-46


Reference: Lost in Translation, the movie

Week 13
 Cities in the Information Age and Cybercity

Barker, Chris & Jane, Emma A, “Cyberspace and the City”, in Cultural Studies: Theory & Practice, 5th edition, pp.538-544.
Manuel Castells, “The Culture of Cities in the information age” The Castells Reader on 


Cities and Social Theory, pp.367-389


Jim McQuigan, “Introduction,” Technocities, pp.1-8


Andrew Gillespie & Ranald Ridurdson, “Teleworking and the City,” The Cybercities 


Reader, pp.212-217 

Week 14
 City of the Future

Abbott, Carl.  “Techno City: or, Dude, Where’s My Aircar?” in Imagining Urban Futures: Cities in Science Fiction and What We Might Learn from Them. Middletown: Wesleyan University Press. pp. 19-44. 
J.G. Ballard, “The Concentration City” 
Reference: Dark City (movie), The Fifth Element (movie), Logan’s Run (movie), and Metropolis (2000) (movie)

Week 15
 Reading Week
Academic Honesty
You are expected to do your own work.  Dishonesty in fulfilling any assignment undermines the learning process and the integrity of your college degree.  Engaging in dishonest or unethical behavior is forbidden and will result in disciplinary action, specifically a failing grade on the assignment with no opportunity for resubmission.  A second infraction will result in an F for the course and a report to College officials.  Examples of prohibited behavior are:

· Cheating – an act of deception by which a student misleadingly demonstrates that s/he has mastered information on an academic exercise.  Examples include:

· Copying or allowing another to copy a test, quiz, paper, or project

· Submitting a paper or major portions of a paper that has been previously submitted for another class without permission of the current instructor

· Turning in written assignments that are not your own work (including homework)

· Plagiarism – the act of representing the work of another as one’s own without giving credit.

· Failing to give credit for ideas and material taken from others 

· Representing another’s artistic or scholarly work as one’s own

· Fabrication – the intentional use of invented information or the falsification of research or other findings with the intent to deceive
To comply with the University’s policy, all written assignments have to be submitted to VeriGuide.
Resources

Primary Texts

Abbott, Carl. (2016) Imagining Urban Futures: Cities in Science Fiction and What We Might Learn from Them. Middletown: Wesleyan University Press.

Barker, Chris & Jane, Emma A. (2016) Cultural Studies: Theory & Practice. 5th edition.  London: Sage.

Bridge, Gary & Sophie Watson Ed. (2002) The Blackwell City Reader.  Oxford: Blackwell.
Clapp, James A. (2017) The American City in the Cinema. New York: Routledge.

Meagher, Sharon M. Ed. (2008) Philosophy and the City.  Albany: State U. of New York P.

Miranne, Kristine B. and Young, Alma H. (2000) Gendering The City: Women, Boundaries, and Visions of Urban Life.  New York: Rowman & Littlefield.

Rendell, Jane et al Ed. (2000) Gender Space Architecture: An Interdisciplinary Introduction.   London & New York: Routledge.

Judd, Dennis R. & Fainstein, Susan S. Ed. (1999) The Tourist City.  New Haven & London: Yale University Press.

Franklin, Adrian. (2010) City Life. Los Angeles & London: Sage.

McNeill, Donald. (2017) Global Cities and Urban Theory. London: Sage.

McQuire, Scott (2008) The Media City: Media, Architecture and Urban Space.  Los Angeles & London: Sage.

Susser, Ida. (2002) The Castells Reader on Cities and Social Theory.  Oxford: Blackwell.

Hunter, Mark (2012) Experiencing Cities.  New York: Allyn & Bacon.

Graham, Stephen Ed. (2004) The Cybercities Reader.  London & New York: Routledge.

Robinson, Jennifer. (2006) Ordinary Cities: Between Modernity and Development.  London & New York: Routledge.

Zukin, Sharon, Kasinitz, Philip & Chen, Xiangming. (2016) Global Cities, Local Streets: Everyday Diversity from New York to Shanghai. New York: Routledge.

Assessment Rubric for Oral Presentation

	Criteria
	Exemplary
	Satisfactory
	Developing
	Unsatisfactory

	Communication Skills

	Consistently speaks with appropriate volume, tone, and articulation.
	Generally speaks with appropriate volume, tone, and articulation.
	Has difficulty speaking with appropriate volume, tone, and articulation.
	Does not speak with appropriate volume, tone, and articulation.



	
	Consistently employs appropriate eye contact and posture.
	Frequently employs appropriate eye contact and posture.
	Employs infrequent eye contact and/or poor posture.
	Makes no eye contact.

	
	Consistently employs appropriate nonverbal communication techniques.
	Adequately employs appropriate nonverbal communication techniques.
	Employs limited nonverbal communication techniques.
	Does not employ nonverbal communication techniques.

	
	Consistently exhibits poise, enthusiasm, and confidence.
	Generally exhibits poise, enthusiasm, and confidence.
	Exhibits limited poise, enthusiasm, and confidence.
	Lacks poise, enthusiasm, and confidence.

	
	Adheres to prescribed time guidelines.
	Adheres to prescribed time guidelines.
	Violates prescribed time guidelines.
	Violates prescribed time guidelines.

	
	Employs creative use of visual aids that enrich or reinforce presentation.
	Employs appropriate visual aids that relate to presentation.
	Employs ineffective visual aids.


	Uses no visual aids.




	Content and Coherence

	Effectively defines a main idea and clearly adheres to its purpose throughout presentation.
	Adequately defines a main idea and adheres to its purpose throughout presentation.
	Insufficiently defines a main idea and adheres to its purpose throughout presentation.
	Does not define a main idea or adhere to its purpose.



	
	Employs a logical and engaging sequence which the audience can follow.
	Employs a logical sequence which the audience can follow.
	Employs an ineffective sequence confusing to the audience.
	Lacks an organizational sequence.

	
	Demonstrates exceptional use of supporting details/ evidence.
	Demonstrates sufficient use of supporting details/ evidence.
	Demonstrates insufficient supporting details/ evidence.
	Demonstrates no supporting details/evidence.

	Responses to questions


	Confidently, politely, and accurately responds to instructor’s or classmates’ questions and comments.
	Politely and accurately responds  to instructor’s or classmates’ questions and comments.


	Ineffectively responds  to instructor’s  or classmates’ questions and comments.


	Unacceptably responds/does not respond  to instructor’s or classmates’ questions and comments.




Assessment Rubric for Term Paper

	
	Exemplary


	Satisfactory


	Developing/ Emerging
	Unsatisfactory

	Focus

	Presents an insightful and focused thesis statement.
	Presents a thesis statement with adequate insight and focus.
	Presents a thesis statement with minimal insight and focus.
	Presents a thesis statement with no insight or focus.

	
	Draws strong and clear connections between the thesis and significant related ideas.
	Draws adequate connections between thesis and related ideas.
	Draws insufficient connections between thesis and related ideas.
	Shows no understanding 
of connections between thesis and related ideas.

	Organization

	Effectively provides a logical 
progression of related ideas and supporting information in the body of the paper.
	Adequately provides a progression 
of ideas and supporting information 
in the body of the paper.
	Provides a poorly organized progression of ideas and supporting information in the body of the paper. 
	Does not provide a progression 

of ideas and supporting information in the body of the paper.

	
	Effectively 
uses transitions to connect supporting information clearly.
	Adequately 
uses transitions to connect supporting information.
	Ineffectively uses transitions to connect supporting information.
	Does not use transitions to connect supporting information.

	
	Arrives at a 
well-documented, logical conclusion, involving critical thinking.
	Arrives at an adequately-documented conclusion.
	Arrives at an insufficiently documented conclusion.
	Does not arrive at a documented conclusion.

	Support/ Elaboration

	Effectively synthesizes complex ideas from research sources.
	Sufficiently synthesizes ideas from research sources.
	Ineffectively synthesizes ideas from research sources.
	No evidence of synthesizing ideas from research sources.  

	
	Demonstrates exceptional selection of supporting information clearly relevant to the thesis and its related ideas.
	Demonstrates sufficient selection of supporting information clearly relevant to the thesis and its related ideas.
	Demonstrates insufficient selection of supporting information clearly relevant to the thesis and its related ideas.
	Lacks supporting information clearly relevant to thesis and its related ideas.

	
	Provides a meaningful presentation of multiple perspectives.
	Provides an adequate presentation of multiple perspectives.
	Provides a limited presentation of multiple perspectives.
	Does not present multiple perspectives.

	
	Effectively balances use of quotations and student paraphrasing.
	Adequately balances use of quotations and student paraphrasing.
	Insufficiently balances use of quotations and student paraphrasing.
	Does not balance use of quotations and student paraphrasing.

	Style

	Exhibits skillful use of language, including effective word choice, clarity, and consistent voice.
	Exhibits good use of language, including some mastery of word choice, clarity, and consistent voice.
	Exhibits ineffective use of language, including weak word choice, limited clarity, and inconsistent voice.
	Exhibits severely flawed use of language, including weak word choice, no clarity, and no voice. 



	
	Demonstrates exceptional fluency through varied sentence structure, paragraphing, flow of ideas, and transitions.
	Demonstrates sufficient fluency through sentence structure, paragraphing, flow of ideas, and transitions.
	Demonstrates limited fluency through sentence structure, paragraphing, flow of ideas, and transitions.
	Lacks fluency through sentence structure, paragraphing, flow of ideas, and transitions.

	Conventions

	Demonstrates a sophisticated use of the prescribed format (MLA or APA), including title page, pagination, and citations. 
	Demonstrates adequate use of the prescribed format (MLA or APA), including title page, pagination, and citations.
	Demonstrates limited use of the prescribed format (MLA or APA), including title page, pagination, and citations.
	Demonstrates 
no use of the prescribed format (MLA or APA), including title page, pagination, and citations.

	
	Consistently uses standard writing conventions 
in grammar, spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and usage.
	Generally 
uses standard writing conventions 
in grammar, spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and usage.
	Minimally 
uses standard writing conventions 
in grammar, spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and usage.
	Does not use standard writing conventions in grammar, spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and usage.

	Information Literacy

	Conscientiously and consistently demonstrates integrity in citing practices.
	Generally demonstrates integrity in citing practices.
	Inconsistently demonstrates integrity in citing practices.
	Does not demonstrate integrity in citing practices.

	
	Effectively employs an extensive variety of primary and secondary sources, including a significant amount of 
current information. 
	Adequately employs a sufficient variety of primary and secondary sources including a sufficient amount of current information. 
	Employs a limited variety of primary and secondary sources including an insufficient amount of current information.
	Does not employ a variety of primary and secondary sources and/or does not include current information.

	
	Demonstrates strong evaluation skills in determining resource credibility and reliability.
	Demonstrates sufficient evaluation skills in determining resource credibility and reliability.
	Demonstrates limited evaluation skills in determining resource credibility and reliability.
	Demonstrates no evaluation skills to determine resource credibility and reliability.
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