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Course Aims

Grammar is concerned with the study of how words are put together to make larger well-formed and meaningful units at three different levels: phrase, clause, and sentence. This course aims to provide an overview of the grammatical structure of English, introducing students to the linguistic concepts and terms that are relevant to describing and analysing the form and function of different grammatical structures in English. Students will also be introduced to native and learner corpora for examining and comparing the use of grammar structures in authentic texts. The course will enhance students’ understanding of how grammar contributes to meaningful communication and encourage them to apply their grammatical knowledge and skills to evaluate and improve the quality of English texts. 


Course Outcomes, Teaching Activities and Assessment

	Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs)

	Upon completion of this course students should be able to:


	CILO1
	Describe the key concepts of English grammar using appropriate terminology

	CILO2
	Analyse grammatical structures in terms of their function and categories

	CILO3
	Explain how grammatical structure contributes to meaningful communication

	CILO4
	Apply grammatical knowledge and skills to evaluating and improving the quality of authentic texts 



	Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs)

	TLA1
	Interactive lectures introducing key concepts and skills

	TLA2
	In-class analysis of short texts (phrases, clauses, sentences)

	TLA3
	Using corpora and corpus-based tools to examine authentic texts

	TLA4
	Asynchronous small-group online discussions




	
Assessment Tasks (ATs)

	
	
	Group
	Individual

	AT1
	Grammatical Analysis Assignments (10 + 10)%
Two take-home assignments consisting of analysis questions: different grammatical structures and short texts (to be completed in Week 4 and Week 7).
	
	20%

	AT2
	Mid-term Quiz
A one-hour closed-book quiz comprising multiple-choice and short-answer questions on topics covered in the first half of course (to take place in Week 9).
	
	15%

	AT3
	Asynchronous Online Discussion 
In groups of 4-5, students will engage in an intra-group asynchronous online discussion (using Moodle Forum) on a selected topic over a two-week period (Weeks 11-13). Taking examples of authentic texts from learner corpora of English, they will illustrate the (mis)use of grammatical structures, describe and discuss the nature of any grammatical problems in terms of form and meaning, and explain how those texts can be improved. 
	10%
	15%

	AT4
	Final Examination 
A two-hour closed-book examination containing short-answer and essay questions covering all topics from the course. It will assess students’ overall understanding of English grammar: their ability to describe key grammatical concepts, analyse grammatical structures, explain the connection between grammar and meaning, as well as identify ways in which grammar could be better used to communicate meaning in authentic texts.
	
	40%

	
	TOTAL
	100%




	Alignment of Course Intended Learning Outcomes, Teaching and Learning Activities and Assessment Tasks 

	Course Intended Learning Outcomes
	Teaching and Learning Activities
	Assessment Tasks

	CILO1
	TLA1,4
	AT1,2,3,4

	CILO2
	TLA2,4
	AT1,2,3,4

	CILO3
	TLA1,3,4
	AT1,2,3,4

	CILO4
	TLA1,2,3,4
	AT3,4




Distribution of Notional Learning Hours/ QF Credits

	Activity
	Notional Learning Hours (NLHs)

	Contact Hours (a)

	Lecture
	26

	Tutorial
	13

	Consultation
	1

	TOTAL:
	40

	Self-Study Hours (b)

	Reading
	30

	Working on 2 grammatical analysis assignments
	10

	Revision for quiz 
	10

	Working on asynchronous online discussion 
	15

	Revision for examination
	15

	TOTAL:
	80

	
	

	Total NLHs:
(a)+(b)
	120

	QF Credits:
 (Total NLHs/10)
	12



Course Outline

	Week
	Topics

	Readings

	1
	The nature of grammar; approaches to grammar; using corpora techniques to examine authentic examples of English forms and structures

	Huddleston & Pullum (2005). Ch 1
Coffin et al (2004). Ch 1



	2
	Sentence structure: constituents, functions and categories

	Collins & Hollo (2017). Ch 1
Burton-Roberts (2016). Ch 1

	3
	Words, phrases, clauses: an overview
	Collins & Hollo (2017). Ch 2
Huddleston & Pullum (2005). Ch 2

	4-5
	Nouns and noun phrases: determiners, predeterminers, premodifiers, postmodifiers, pronouns 

	Collins & Hollo (2017). Ch 3
Huddleston & Pullum (2005). Ch 5

	6-7
	Verbs and verb phrases: tense, mood, aspect; lexical vs auxiliary verbs, constructions using auxiliaries 

	Collins & Hollo (2017). Ch 4
Huddleston & Pullum (2005). Ch 3

	8
	(Reading week)

	

	9
	Mid-term review and quiz; 
Preparations for group online discussions

	

	10
	Adjectives, adverbs, prepositions, preposition phrases

	Collins & Hollo (2017). Ch 5
Huddleston & Pullum (2005). Ch 6,7

	11-12
	Clause structure and clause type: complements and adjuncts, interrogatives, exclamatives, imperatives, negation

	Collins & Hollo (2017). Ch 6
Huddleston & Pullum (2005). Ch 4, 9

	13
	Complex sentences: subordination and coordination; subordinate clauses, non-finite clauses

	Collins & Hollo (2017). Ch 7
Huddleston & Pullum (2005). Ch 10, 14

	14
	Information structure in the clause: active and passive, extraposition, existential clauses, cleft constructions

	Collins & Hollo (2017). Ch 8
Huddleston & Pullum (2005). Ch 15

	15
	(Reading week)

	





Resources

Required text(s):
Collins, P., & Hollo, C. (2017). English grammar: An introduction (3rd ed.). Palgrave. 
Huddleston, R., & Pullum, G. K. (2005). A student’s introduction to English grammar. Cambridge University Press.

Supplementary and further reading:
Berry, R. (2018). English grammar: A resource book for students. Routledge.
Biber, D., Conrad, S., & Leech, G. (2002). Longman student grammar of spoken and written English. Pearson Education Limited.
Brinton, L. J., & Brinton, D. M. (2010). The linguistic structure of Modern English. John Benjamins.
Burton-Roberts, N. (2016). Analysing sentences: An introduction to English syntax. Routledge.
Coffin, C., Hewings, A., & O’Halloran, K. (Eds.) (2004). Applying English grammar: Functional and corpus approaches. Taylor & Francis.
Downing, A. (2015). English grammar: A university course. Routledge.
Greenbaum, S. & Quirk, R. (1990). A student’s grammar of the English language. Longman.
Hung, T. (2005). Understanding English grammar: A course book for Chinese learners of English. Hong Kong University Press.
Lock, G. (2005). Functional English grammar: An introduction for second language teachers. Cambridge University Press.
Nelson, G., & Greenbaum, S. (2016). An introduction to English grammar (4th ed.). Routledge.
Quirk, R. Greenbaum, S., Leech, G., & Svartvik, J. (1985). A comprehensive grammar of the English language. Longman. 
Radford, A. (2009). An introduction to English sentence structure. Cambridge University Press.
Yule, G. (2009). Explaining English grammar. Oxford University Press.

Corpora:
British National Corpus
Corpus of Contemporary American English
Chinese Learner English Corpus



Academic Honesty
You are expected to do your own work. Dishonesty in fulfilling any assignment undermines the learning process and the integrity of your college degree. Engaging in dishonest or unethical behavior is forbidden and will result in disciplinary action, specifically a failing grade on the assignment with no opportunity for resubmission. A second infraction will result in an F for the course and a report to University officials. Examples of prohibited behavior include, but not limited to:
· Cheating – an act of deception by which a student misleadingly demonstrates that s/he has mastered information on an academic exercise. Examples include, but not limited to:
· Copying or allowing another to copy a test, quiz, paper, or project;
· Submitting a paper or major portions of a paper that has been previously submitted for another class without permission of the current instructor;
· Turning in written assignments that are not your own work (including homework);
· Plagiarism – the act of representing the work of another as one’s own without giving credit:
· Failing to give credit for ideas and material taken from others;
· Representing another’s artistic or scholarly work as one’s own;
· Fabrication – the intentional use of invented information or the falsification of research or other findings with the intent to deceive.

To comply with the University’s policy, any written work has to be submitted to VeriGuide.  




Assessment Rubrics 

Assessment Rubric for Grammatical Analysis Assignments (AT1) (2x10%)

	
	Descriptors

	Exemplary

	· Clear and accurate descriptions of all key grammatical concepts using appropriate terminology. 
· Thorough and accurate analyses of all grammatical structures in terms of category and function. 
· Clear and convincing explanations of how grammatical structure contributes to meaningful communication.
· Demonstrates excellent understanding of the concepts and topics covered.

	Competent

	· Mostly clear and accurate descriptions of key grammatical concepts using appropriate terminology.
· Fairly detailed and mostly accurate analyses of grammatical structures in terms of category and function.
· Mostly clear explanations of how grammatical structure contributes to meaningful communication.
· Demonstrates a competent understanding of the concepts and topics covered. Errors and omissions are occasional and minor.

	Marginal

	· Descriptions of grammatical concepts sometimes unclear, contain inaccuracies or lack detail. Use of terminology not always appropriate. 
· Analysis of grammatical structures in terms of category and function not always correct.
· Explanations of how grammatical structure contributes to meaningful communication not entirely clear or convincing.
· Demonstrates a basic understanding of the concepts and topics covered. Work contains obvious errors and omissions.

	Unsatisfactory

	· Frequent omissions or inaccuracies in describing grammatical concepts and terminology
· Confusing or erroneous analyses of grammatical structures.
· Explanations of how grammatical structure contributes to meaningful communication confusing or lacking.
· Fails to demonstrate a proper understanding of the concepts and topics covered.




Assessment Rubric for Mid-term Quiz (AT2) (15%)

	
	Descriptors

	A/A-
	· Multiple choice and/or short answer responses demonstrate a high level of accuracy and mastery of the content covered in the first half of the course.

	B+/B/B-
	· Multiple choice and/or short answer responses demonstrate a competent understanding of the content covered in the first half of the course. Mistakes and inaccuracies are not serious.  

	C+/C/C-
	· Multiple choice and/or short answer responses contain obvious mistakes and inaccuracies, reflecting only a basic grasp of the content covered in the first half of the course. 

	D+/D
	· Multiple choice and/or short answer responses contain frequent mistakes and omissions, reflecting a minimal but passing grasp of the content covered in the first half of the course. 

	F
	· Multiple choice and/or short answer responses are mostly inaccurate or confusing, and thus fail to illustrate a proper grasp of the content covered in the first half of the course. 






Assessment Rubric for Asynchronous Online Discussion (AT3) (25%)

	
	Descriptors

	
	Assessed as a group (10%)
	Assessed individually (15%)

	Exemplary

	· Teamwork: Evidence of thorough preparation and strong team spirit; members are respectful of each other’s postings; all members contribute equally to overall discussion; initial posting made in a timely manner; subsequent postings are well distributed within the given timeframe.
· Topic and content: Relevant and interesting topic and examples selected for discussion; overall content of discussion is comprehensive, stimulating and coherent; discussion is very effectively summarised and concluded. 
	· Quantity and timeliness of posts: contributes several significant and meaningful posts to group discussion; initiates or responds promptly to others’ communication efforts. 
· Relevance of posts: posts thorough and relevant content which is well-supported with accurate analyses and convincing evidence.
· Quality of responses: constructively builds on others’ contributions to stimulate further thought and keep discussion focused.
· Depth of knowledge: demonstrates strong understanding of grammatical concepts and able to apply grammatical knowledge and skills to evaluate and substantially improve the communicative effectiveness of authentic learner texts.
· Mechanics: Posts are clear and well-organised, free of grammatical and spelling errors; accurate use of all subject terminology.

	Competent 
	· Teamwork: Evidence of good preparation and mostly effective teamwork; contributions mostly well-balanced across group members; initial posting and subsequent postings are mostly made in a timely manner.
· Topic and content: Relevant topic and examples selected for discussion; overall content of discussion is meaningful and coherent; discussion is appropriately summarised and concluded.
	· Quantity and timeliness of posts: contributes significant and meaningful posts to group discussion; usually responds promptly to others’ posts. 
· Relevance of posts: posts relevant content which is supported with analyses and evidence, though there may be minor errors and inaccuracies.
· Quality of responses: attempts to build on others’ contributions to keep discussion going.
· Depth of knowledge: demonstrates good understanding of most grammatical concepts; able to apply grammatical knowledge and skills to identify most problems in learner texts and improve such texts.
· Mechanics: Posts are generally clear and well-organised but may contain minor grammatical or spelling errors; mostly accurate use of subject terminology.

	Marginal 

	· Teamwork: Limited evidence of preparation and teamwork; contributions not well-balanced across group members; members frequently make late postings or responses to others’ contributions.
· Topic and content: Not all examples selected for discussion are relevant; parts of the discussion are incoherent; discussion is summarised and concluded but ideas are not entirely clear or appropriate.
	· Quantity and timeliness of posts: contributes few posts to group discussion; responses to others’ contributions are not posted in a timely manner.
· Relevance of posts: posts are at times irrelevant, or are not supported with accurate analyses and appropriate evidence
· Quality of responses: posts simple content which may relate to previous posts but which do not necessarily enrich the discussion.
· Depth of knowledge: demonstrates a basic understanding of grammatical concepts and structures; obvious errors and omissions are seen particularly when describing or analysing complex grammatical structures; attempts to apply grammatical knowledge and skills to identify problems in learner texts though not always able to effectively improve such texts.
· Mechanics: Posts are not always clear and organised, or they contain obvious grammatical or other errors which may interfere with understanding.

	Unsatisfactory
	· Teamwork: Little or no evidence of preparation and teamwork; little interactive discussion evidenced: e.g. postings show lack of awareness or understanding of each other’s posts, or contain repetition of points already made by others; contributions are not balanced: e.g. dominated by one or two members; postings are not made in a timely manner or are not well distributed within the given timeframe: e.g. started and finished within a very short period close to the deadline.
· Topic and content: Irrelevant or inappropriate topic and examples selected for discussion; discussion as a whole is confusing, unfocused or incoherent and lacks a clear summary or conclusion.
	· Quantity and timeliness of posts: makes little contribution to the overall discussion: e.g. does not initiate points, or posts only one or two brief and late responses which do not add to the overall content. 
· Relevance of posts: posts are either off-topic, do not build on others’ contributions, or are not supported with analyses or evidence.
· Quality of responses: responses are superficial and show little or no attempt to engage in a meaningful discussion.
· Depth of knowledge: does not demonstrate a proper understanding of grammatical concepts nor the ability to apply grammatical knowledge and skills to evaluate and improve learner texts.
· Mechanics: Posts are unorganised, confusing and/or contain frequent grammatical or other errors that interfere with understanding. 





Assessment Rubric for Final Exam (AT4) 

	
	Descriptors

	A/A-
	· Responses to exam questions demonstrate a high level of accuracy and mastery of the course content. 

	B+/B/B-
	· Responses to exam questions demonstrate a competent understanding of most of the course content. Mistakes and inaccuracies are not serious. 

	C+/C/C-
	· Responses to exam questions contain obvious mistakes and inaccuracies, reflecting only a basic grasp of the course content. 

	D+/D
	· Responses to exam questions contain frequent mistakes and omissions, reflecting a minimal but passing grasp of the course content. 

	F
	· Responses to exam questions are mostly inaccurate or confusing, and thus fail to illustrate a proper grasp of the course content. 
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