Hong Kong Shue Yan University

Department of English Language and Literature

Course Title: Honours Project

Course Code: ENG 490

Course Credit: 3

Duration in Weeks: 30 (2 semesters)

Contact Hours per Week: Approximately. 30 minutes (to be arranged by students and teaching staff)

Prerequisites: 
Students who satisfy the following criteria are eligible to apply for the Honours Project registration
:
1. A total GPA of 2.8;
2. Grade “B” or above in all the courses (minimum 12 credits) of their choice of project stream; and
3. Completion of two reading contracts with at least one of the reading contracts relevant to their choice of project stream
Prepared by: Honours Project Committee (Hod, AHod and Coordinators of the 4 streams)
Course Aims

The project enables students to pursue independent research on a selected topic under the guidance of an advisor. It gives students who evidence initiative, originality, intellectual maturity and a desire to commit themselves to genuine scholarship an opportunity to synthesize information they have learned in courses with their independent investigation and thought on a topic of their choice.

	Course Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs)


	Upon completion of this course students should be able to:


	ILO1
	select and identify an appropriate topic for research

	ILO2
	demonstrate proficient skills in the use of various research tools, for example, journals, e-journals, reference books, electronic database

	ILO3
	conduct research independently

	ILO4
	demonstrate in-depth understanding of the chosen research topic

	IL05
	produce written research work in a selected research area


Course Outline 

The course spans over two semesters. Students who are eligible to take this course will have a proposal stage in the first semester before they register to the Honours Project at the end of the same semester. The submission of their research project is at the end of the second semester. 

The purpose of the proposal stage is to provide an opportunity for students to demonstrate that they are competent to complete the research project in the selected area. The department reserves the right to reject any proposal that it deems insufficient.

The topics of the Honours Projects are categorised under the 4 streams of studies of the department: literature, cultural studies, translation and linguistics. Eligible students may choose from the topics/areas offered by the teaching staff of the department and work out their project topic with the help of their project advisor. A list of the topics/areas is attached.  

Teaching Approach

When a student has successfully registered for the Honours Project, a teaching staff from the department will act as the project advisor of the student. They will meet regularly to discuss the project. Meeting time and venue will be arranged by individual student with his/her project advisor. 

Supervision and Assessment

· Supervision: 
 - An advisor will be assigned to each project and the advisor will 
  provide advice on research and supervise the writing of the student’s 
  research project.
· Assessment: 
- The advisor of the Honours Project will read and grade the student’s

  proposal and the final written research project (dissertation). 

- The advisor will also assess the student’s performance in the course.
- A second reader (teaching staff of the relevant stream/external 
  expert) will read and grade the dissertation.
The grades of the dissertation from the advisor and the second reader will be submitted to the Project Advisory Committee for approval at the end of the second semester. In case of grade discrepancy between the advisor and the reader on the dissertation, the Honours Project Committee will make the final decision. 

The range of grades of the Honours Project is “A” to “C”. The passing grade is a minimum of “C” from both markers, i.e., the advisor and second reader. 
Each part of the research process is important. Continuous assessment is adopted in the Honours Project. Grades will be assigned on the following basis:

I. Student’s performance in the course





20%
II. 500-word proposal


 






10%


 III. Final written research project (Dissertation)




70%



         
100%
The final grade is the average of the grades from both markers of III (70%) and the grades given by the advisor on I and II (20%+10%). 
The Work of the Honours Project 

The work of the honours project consists of 2 parts -- 1. a proposal of 500 words and 2. a dissertation of approximately 5000 - 6000 words. The dissertation in the areas of literature, cultural studies and linguistics is approximately 5000 - 6000 words and the dissertation in the areas of translation, is approximately 6000 words divided into 3500 words for a piece of translation (Chinese to English) and 2500 words for translation theory. 

Resources

Detailed information on the Honours Project can be found in the Honours Project Handbook. This handbook can be downloaded from the Moodle.

Individual project advisor will provide readings once students are registered for the Honours Project.

Academic Honesty

You are expected to do your own work. Dishonesty in fulfilling any assignment undermines the learning process and the integrity of your university degree. Engaging in dishonest or unethical behaviour is forbidden and will result in disciplinary action, specifically a failing grade on the assignment with no opportunity for resubmission. A second infraction will result in an F for the course and a report to University officials. Examples of prohibited behaviour are:

· Cheating – an act of deception by which a student misleadingly demonstrates that s/he has mastered information on an academic exercise. Examples include:

· Copying or allowing another to copy a test, quiz, paper, or project

· Submitting a paper or major portions of a paper that has been previously submitted for another class without permission of the current instructor

· Turning in written assignments that are not your own work (including homework)

· Plagiarism – the act of representing the work of another as one’s own without giving credit.
· Failing to give credit for ideas and material taken from others 
· Representing another’s artistic or scholarly work as one’s own

· Fabrication – the intentional use of invented information or the falsification of research or other findings with the intent to deceive
To comply with the University’s policy, the dissertation has to be submitted to VeriGuide.
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� Though students may be eligible to apply for the registration, the Honours Project Committee will discuss each application and make final approval for students’ registration. 





