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Course Description

This course aims to introduce students to various genres of literature (short story, poetry, drama, fiction) as well as to critical reading methods.  It also aims to enhance students’ appreciation and understanding of major types of literature and equip them with the ability to develop critical approaches to thinking, reading and writing about literary works. 

Course Outcomes, Teaching Activities and Assessment

	Course Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs)

	Upon completion of this course students should be able to:

	ILO1
	describe the key features of basic literary genres

	ILO2
	illustrate the key features of literary genres with concrete examples from texts

	ILO3
	read and analyze a text in a critical way

	ILO4
	write about literary works with a critical mind

	ILO5
	criticize literary works with critical concepts and theories 


	Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs)

	TLA1
	Introduction to literature

	TLA2
	Introduction to the different genres 

	TLA3
	Textual analysis of the texts

	TLA4
	Critical reading of the texts 

	TLA5
	Quiz on the novella

	TLA6
	In-class discussions and presentations by students


	Assessment Tasks (ATs)

	AT1
	2 Written Assignments
	30% (15% each)

	AT2
	Comprehension Quiz
	10%

	AT3
	Class Discussion and Presentation
	10%

	AT4
	Final Examination
	50%

	
	TOTAL
	100%


	Alignment of Course Intended Learning Outcomes, Teaching and Learning Activities and Assessment Tasks 

	Course Intended Learning Outcomes
	Teaching and Learning Activities
	Assessment Tasks

	ILO1
	TLA1, 2
	AT1, 3

	ILO2
	TLA2, 3, 4
	AT1, 3, 4

	ILO3
	TLA4, 6
	AT1, 3, 4

	ILO4
	TLA4
	AT1, 4

	ILO5
	TLA2, 3, 4, 6
	AT1, 3, 4


Course Outline

Week 1


Introduction to the course

What is Literature?  What is a Text?  What is a genre?

Kate Chopin

“The Kiss”

Weeks 2 -3

Short Stories 

Introduction to the genre

Plot, Point of View, Characterization, Setting, Theme, Symbols

Ernest Hemingway  
“Hills Like White Elephants”
James Joyce  


“The Sisters”

Virginia Woolf


“Mrs Dollaway in Bond Street”
*1st Assignment: Writing on a short story: Jean Rhys
“Sleep It Off Lady”
* Comprehension Quiz on Week 4

Weeks 4– 6

Fiction

Introduction to the genre

Henry James

The Turn of the Screw
Week 7 Reading Week

Week 8-10

Poetry

Introduction to the genre

*2nd Assignment: Writing on selected poems

Weeks 11-14

Drama

Introduction to the genre

Sophocles  

Antigone
Arthur Miller  
Death of a Salesman
Week 15


Reading Week

Academic Honesty

You are expected to do your own work. Dishonesty in fulfilling any assignment undermines the learning process and the integrity of your university degree. Engaging in dishonest or unethical behavior is forbidden and will result in disciplinary action, specifically a failing grade on the assignment with no opportunity for resubmission. A second infraction will result in an F for the course and a report to University officials.  Examples of prohibited behavior are:

· Cheating – an act of deception by which a student misleadingly demonstrates that s/he has mastered information on an academic exercise. Examples include:

· Copying or allowing another to copy a test, quiz, paper, or project

· Submitting a paper or major portions of a paper that has been previously submitted for another class without permission of the current instructor

· Turning in written assignments that are not your own work (including homework)

· Plagiarism – the act of representing the work of another as one’s own without giving credit. Examples include:
· Failing to give credit for ideas and material taken from others 

· Representing another’s artistic or scholarly work as one’s own

· Fabrication – the intentional use of invented information or the falsification of research or other findings with the intent to deceive
To comply with the University’s policy, all written assignments have to be submitted to VeriGuide.
Open Book Policy 
Both the quiz and the final examination will be open book. You are allowed to bring a printed dictionary and the texts to the quiz and the examination. With the exception of short stories and poems, no photocopies of the texts are allowed.

Resources

Primary Texts
Henry James  
The Turn of the Screw
Sophocles 
 
Antigone
Arthur Miller  
Death of a Salesman
Supplementary Texts

Cuddon, J.A. (2000) The Penguin Dictionary of Literary Terms and Literary Theory. 4th edition. New York: Penguin.

Guerin, Wilfred, Labor, Earle, Morgan, Lee, Reesman, Jeanne & Willingham, John. (2010) A Handbook of Critical Approaches to Literature. 6th edition. New York: Oxford University Press. 
Harmon, William & Holman, Hugh. (2008) A Handbook to Literature. 11th edition. New York: Prentice Hall.

Kennedy, X.J. & Gioia, Dana. (2009) Literature: an Introduction to Fiction, Poetry, Drama, and Writing. London: Longman. 

Meyer, Michael. (2002) Ed. The Bedford Introduction to Literature: Reading, Thinking, Writing. 6th edition. Boston: St. Martin's. 

Miller, Hillis J. (2002) On Literature. London & New York: Routledge.

Ryah, Michael. (2017) Literary Theory: A Practical Introduction. 3rd edition. Malden, Mass.: Blackwell Publishers.

Schilb, John & Clifford, John. (2009) Making Literature Matter: an Anthology for Readers and Writers. 4th edition. Boston: St. Martins.

Assessment rubrics
AT 1

The two written assignments are in the form of an essay. 
Rubric for 2 the written assignments
	
	Exemplary


	Satisfactory


	Developing/ Emerging
	Unsatisfactory

	Focus


	Presents an insightful and focused thesis statement.
	Presents a thesis statement with adequate insight and focus.
	Presents a thesis statement with minimal insight and focus.
	Presents a thesis statement with no insight or focus.

	
	Draws strong and clear connections between the thesis and significant related ideas.
	Draws adequate connections between thesis and related ideas.
	Draws insufficient connections between thesis and related ideas.
	Shows no understanding 
of connections between thesis and related ideas.

	Organization


	Effectively provides a logical 
progression of related ideas and supporting information in the body of the paper.
	Adequately provides a progression 
of ideas and supporting information 
in the body of the paper.
	Provides a poorly organized progression of ideas and supporting information in the body of the paper. 
	Does not provide a progression 

of ideas and supporting information in the body of the paper.

	
	Effectively 
uses transitions to connect supporting information clearly.
	Adequately 
uses transitions to connect supporting information.
	Ineffectively uses transitions to connect supporting information.
	Does not use transitions to connect supporting information.

	
	Arrives at a 
well-documented, logical conclusion, involving critical thinking.
	Arrives at an adequately-documented conclusion.
	Arrives at an insufficiently documented conclusion.
	Does not arrive at a documented conclusion.

	Support/ Elaboration


	Effectively synthesizes complex ideas from research sources.
	Sufficiently synthesizes ideas from research sources.
	Ineffectively synthesizes ideas from research sources.
	No evidence of synthesizing ideas from research sources.  

	
	Demonstrates exceptional selection of supporting information clearly relevant to the thesis and its related ideas.
	Demonstrates sufficient selection of supporting information clearly relevant to the thesis and its related ideas.
	Demonstrates insufficient selection of supporting information clearly relevant to the thesis and its related ideas.
	Lacks supporting information clearly relevant to thesis and its related ideas.

	
	Provides a meaningful presentation of multiple perspectives.
	Provides an adequate presentation of multiple perspectives.
	Provides a limited presentation of multiple perspectives.
	Does not present multiple perspectives.

	
	Effectively balances use of quotations and student paraphrasing.
	Adequately balances use of quotations and student paraphrasing.
	Insufficiently balances use of quotations and student paraphrasing.
	Does not balance use of quotations and student paraphrasing.

	Style


	Exhibits skilful use of language, including effective word choice, clarity, and consistent voice.
	Exhibits good use of language, including some mastery of word choice, clarity, and consistent voice.
	Exhibits ineffective use of language, including weak word choice, limited clarity, and inconsistent voice.
	Exhibits severely flawed use of language, including weak word choice, no clarity, and no voice. 



	
	Demonstrates exceptional fluency through varied sentence structure, paragraphing, flow of ideas, and transitions.
	Demonstrates sufficient fluency through sentence structure, paragraphing, flow of ideas, and transitions.
	Demonstrates limited fluency through sentence structure, paragraphing, flow of ideas, and transitions.
	Lacks fluency through sentence structure, paragraphing, flow of ideas, and transitions.

	Conventions


	Demonstrates a sophisticated use of the prescribed format (MLA or APA), including title page, pagination, and citations. 
	Demonstrates adequate use of the prescribed format (MLA or APA), including title page, pagination, and citations.
	Demonstrates limited use of the prescribed format (MLA or APA), including title page, pagination, and citations.
	Demonstrates 
no use of the prescribed format (MLA or APA), including title page, pagination, and citations.

	
	Consistently uses standard writing conventions 
in grammar, spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and usage.
	Generally 
uses standard writing conventions 
in grammar, spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and usage.
	Minimally 
uses standard writing conventions 
in grammar, spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and usage.
	Does not use standard writing conventions in grammar, spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and usage.

	Information Literacy


	Conscientiously and consistently demonstrates integrity in citing practices.
	Generally demonstrates integrity in citing practices.
	Inconsistently demonstrates integrity in citing practices.
	Does not demonstrate integrity in citing practices.

	
	Effectively employs an extensive variety of primary and secondary sources, including a significant amount of 
current information. 
	Adequately employs a sufficient variety of primary and secondary sources including a sufficient amount of current information. 
	Employs a limited variety of primary and secondary sources including an insufficient amount of current information.
	Does not employ a variety of primary and secondary sources and/or does not include current information.

	
	Demonstrates strong evaluation skills in determining resource credibility and reliability.
	Demonstrates sufficient evaluation skills in determining resource credibility and reliability.
	Demonstrates limited evaluation skills in determining resource credibility and reliability.
	Demonstrates no evaluation skills to determine resource credibility and reliability.


AT 3 

Rubric for Class Discussion and Presentation

	Criteria
	Exemplary
	Satisfactory
	Developing
	Unsatisfactory

	Preparation


	Arrives fully prepared at every class session
	Arrives mostly, if not fully, prepared (ongoing)
	Preparation is

inconsistent
	Rarely or never

prepared

	Initiative

	Questions asked focus, clarify and summarize discussion
	Occasionally ask good questions
	Raise questions only when asked by lecturer
	Demonstrates a

noticeable lack of interest 

	Response

	Quality of response reflects knowledge, comprehension and application of readings
	Quality of response reflects knowledge, and some comprehension of readings
	Quality of response occasionally reflects knowledge of readings
	Quality of response shows a lack of knowledge of readings

	Discussion

	Quality of response extends the discussion with peers and reflects analysis, synthesis and evaluation
	Quality of response extends the discussion with peers 
	Quality of response is poor
	Unable to participate in discussion

	Group

Dynamics


	Group dynamic and level of discussion are

often better because of candidate’s

presence
	Group dynamic and level of discussion are occasionally better, but not worse, because of candidate’s presence
	Group dynamic and level of discussion are

sometimes disrupted

by candidate’s

presence
	Group dynamic and level of discussion are

often disrupted by candidate’s presence
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