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Course Description:



English Skills I aims to increase students’ proficiency in all language arts. Students will have ample opportunity to critically read and analyze a variety of English texts (including some most relevant to their chosen major), hone their oral skills through class discussions and presentations, and review note-taking strategies. Also covered will be the basics of the writing process and the production of papers and essays using standard academic conventions. As this course is designed for English majors, assignments will include some texts about literature, language, or culture. 
Course Outcomes, Teaching Activities and Assessment

	Course Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs)

	Upon completion of this course students should be able to:

	ILO1
	read, comprehend and analyze university-level texts, including those relevant to their chosen major 

	ILO2
	critically examine and revise their own writing and that of their peers 

	ILO3
	plan, structure and compose academic papers according to relevant conventions 

	ILO4
	listen critically to academic lectures in English and take appropriate notes  

	ILO5
	design and deliver brief but effective oral presentations


	Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs)

	TLA1
	textual analysis of written texts 

	TLA2
	explanation of reading, listening and writing strategies 

	TLA3
	critical reading of texts with reference to key issues

	TLA4
	test and quizzes on assigned texts

	TLA5
	in-class discussions and exercises, both written and oral

	TLA6
	oral presentations

	TLA7
	screening of film and visual images

	TLA8
	term essay

	
	


	Assessment Tasks (ATs)

	AT1
	participation, in-class exercises, quizzes
	  5%

	AT2
	critical reading exercises (2) 
	 10%

	AT3
	oral communication: presentations, listening/note-taking strategies
	 20%

	AT4
	response paper
	 10%

	AT5
	term essay
	 15%

	AT6
	final examination
	 40%

	
	TOTAL
	100%


	Alignment of Course Intended Learning Outcomes, Teaching and Learning Activities and Assessment Tasks 

	Course Intended Learning Outcomes
	Teaching and Learning Activities
	Assessment Tasks

	ILO1
	TLA1,2,3,5
	AT1,2,4,5,6

	ILO2
	TLA2,3,8
	AT1,2,8

	ILO3
	TLA1,2,8
	AT1,4,5,6

	ILO4
	TLA2,4,6,7
	AT1,3

	ILO5
	TLA1,6
	AT1,3


Course Outline:

Week 1
Course Overview; Critical Thinking; Writing Sample; 

 Paragraphing; Exemplification
Week 2
 Essay Introductions; Some Common Language Problems 
Week 3
 Quotation, Citation and Documentation: The Basics


 Supporting Ideas 

Week 4   Giving Oral Presentations; Writing on Films or Visual Texts
Week 5
 Reading Test 1; Descriptive Texts
Week 6
Analyzing Literature; Academic Essays on Literature and Culture

Response Paper Assignment
Week 7
 Essay Analysis 
Week 8
 Reading Test 2; Essay Conclusions
Week 9
Reading Week

Week 10
Peer Review of Response Paper; Cause-and-Effect Texts 

Student Presentations
Week 11
Analyzing Comparison-Contrast Texts; Planning the Term Essay;

 Student Presentations
Week 12
 Listening Quiz; Student Presentations
Week 13
 Peer Review of Term Essay; Student Presentations
Week 14
 Individual Conferences; Revision and Review
Academic Honesty

You are expected to do your own work. Dishonesty in fulfilling any assignment undermines the learning process and the integrity of your college degree. Engaging in dishonest or unethical behavior is forbidden and will result in disciplinary action, specifically a failing grade on the assignment with no opportunity for resubmission.  A second infraction will result in an F for the course and a report to College officials.  Examples of prohibited behavior are:

· Cheating – an act of deception by which a student misleadingly demonstrates that s/he has mastered information on an academic exercise.  
Examples include:

· Copying or allowing another to copy a test, quiz, paper, or project

· Submitting a paper or major portions of a paper that has been previously submitted for another class without permission of the current instructor

· Turning in written assignments that are not your own work (including homework)

· Plagiarism – the act of representing the work of another as one’s own without giving credit.

· Failing to give credit for ideas and material taken from others 

· Representing another’s artistic or scholarly work as one’s own

· Fabrication – the intentional use of invented information or the falsification of research or other findings with the intent to deceive
To comply with the University’s policy, the term essay and response paper must be submitted to VeriGuide.

Teaching Approach

Required reading materials should be read before the lecture.

Specific guidelines for the term paper and class presentation will be provided.
Students should bring some lined paper to each class meeting. 

Assessment


Participation, In-class Exercises, Quizzes

 5%

Critically Reading Exercises (2)



10%

Oral Communication

Oral Presentation





10%


Listening Test 






10%
Response Paper






10%

Term Essay





     
15%
Final Exam







40%











100%

Texts
·  Handouts; e-text links
·  Some texts will be uploaded to ILN as PDF files; you may be asked to print them out and bring them to class. 
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